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Along with his Senior Enlisted Advisor, Command 
Chief Master Sergeant Jelinski-Hall, the Hawaii 
National Guard, Adjutant General, Major General 

(MG) Lee, 
recently 
visited the 
Soldiers of 
the 29th 
Infantry 
Brigade 
Combat Team 
(IBCT).  His 
visit allowed 
for him to 

see several training lanes, where he was able to 
also visit with Soldiers from the 100th-442nd 
Infantry, the 1st-487th Field Artillery, and the 
1st—299th Cavalry.  During his visit, The Adju-
tant General (TAG) also received briefings from 
the 120th Training Brigade and Colonel Oliveira 
and his staff regarding the Post-Mobilization 
training that the 29th IBCT is receiving while 

here at Fort Hood.  The briefings also have allowed 
Colonel Oliveira and his staff the opportunity to 
brief MG Lee on some of the challenges of the Pre-
Mobilization Training, ,as well as the upcoming work 
in getting our troops into Theater. 

We hope to see MG Lee again during our upcoming 
Farewell Ceremony to be held at the III Corps Head-
quarters Parade Field, Sadowski Field, on the 22nd 
of October, as our Soldiers finish up their Post-
Mobilization Training, make the final preparations 
for movement into Theater, and enjoy a little time 
off as they go into the four-day pass which will 
begin after the Ceremony is concluded. 

TAG addresses B Troop, 1-299th Cav 
Soldiers. 

CPT Choo, Commander, HHB 1-487 
FA brief MG  Lee as he observes a 
Force Protection Training Lane. 
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Chief Jel inski-Hall  Shares Words of Wisdom  

While visiting the Soldiers of the 
29th IBCT, Hawaii National Guard 
Senior Enlisted Advisor, Com-
mand Chief Master Sergeant 
Jelinski-Hall took the time to 
break away for dinner with the 
female Soldiers of the 29th IBCT.  
Her motivational words of wis-
dom involved talking with the 
troops about the challenges and 

opportunities that have been 
presented to her as she has 
worked her way up through the 
ranks to ultimately hold the 
highest enlisted position within 

the Hawaii National Guard. 

Her stories of her background 
and her personal history pro-
vided a glimpse into the hard 
work and dedication that it has 
taken for her to be entrusted 
with the position that she holds 
today.  

Chief Jelinski-Hall poses with 
BSB Soldiers. 

(Pictured: Back L-R:CSM Kanoa, SPC Holi, CMSgt Jelinski-Hall, SGT 
Widemann, SGT Madeira; Front L-R: SPC Silva, SGT Erese, SSG Capitle) 
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Lava Team! It’s hard to believe 
we’re halfway through our post 
mobilization training here at 
North Fort Hood—yet, it’s not 
hard to believe how well the 
training is going. This is a di-
rect result of your dedication 
and desire since we started 
our journey upon alert in Octo-
ber.  Just stop and think about 
the amount of training we’ve 
done; the Brigade War Fighter 
Exercise; cultural training in 
Jordan; the theater engage-
ments with Japan, Singapore, 
Indonesia; ongoing missions in 
the Philippines, state support 
missions for floods, fires, 
earthquakes; fielding new 
equipment; two annual training 
events in Hawaii and California, 
and all along completing hun-
dreds of pre-mobilization 
tasks—it’s truly unprece-
dented. 

Our accomplishments could not 
have been made without the 
efforts of our Non-
Commissioned Officers (NCO). 
At every turn, I’ve witnessed 
the NCO Corp stepping up and 
taking charge of individual 
training, enforcing standards, 
and setting the example. Our 
combat veterans are con-
stantly enhancing training with 
their hard-won experience.  I 
clearly see that we are reaping 
the team benefits, because 
each of you committed yourself 
to mastering your individual 
warrior tasks. The level of pro-
fessionalism and competence 
on display is awe-inspiring; and 

these same traits will ensure 
our success, not just in train-
ing, but also in the crucible of 
combat. 

And of course, there’s one 
other segment of our team who 
have made our successes pos-
sible; our Families who remain 
at home, but are with us wher-
ever we go. Remember, the flag 
on your right shoulder repre-
sents them, and the reason we 
serve. I offer my sincere grati-
tude for every wife, husband, 
mother, father, and child who 
enables each of us to go about 
our duties secure in the knowl-
edge of their thoughts, 
prayers, and support.  You can 
be proud of your Soldiers as 
they answer their nation’s call 
to duty. 

As we enter this last phase of 
training, I ask that each of 
you—officer and enlisted—to 
continue to show the same 
attention to detail and enthusi-
asm that you’ve become known 
for throughout the state and 
nation. Everything we do should 
be in preparation for the mis-
sion which lies ahead. We al-
ways conduct pre-combat 
checks and inspections, be-
cause they prevent injury and 
save lives.  We always look out 
for each other.  The challenge 
of the Global War on Terrorism 
demands the highest level of 
leadership and Soldier profi-
ciency. We cannot be risk-
averse; our Soldiers are our 
most valuable combat asset. 

Therefore, reducing preventable 
accidents throughout our Team 
is fundamental to protecting our 
combat readiness. 

You have trained hard, and for 
your dedication every Soldier 
will receive a well-deserved four
-day pass prior to our deploy-
ment to the Middle East.  You’ve 
earned it, so start planning your 
time. Use this time to relax and 
mentally prepare yourselves for 
the challenges that lie ahead; 
challenges that we’ve already 
proven we’re up to handling. 

Just remember this, the Lava 
Team needs you back for this 
mission— safety first in every-
thing you do. So whether you 
decide to stay here at North Fort 
Hood or take advantage of the 
MWR options available to you, I 
want you to understand that I’ve, 
again, placed my faith in you. 
Faith that you’ll use caution in 
everything you do during your 
pass.  It’s an honor to serve with 
you during this important time in 
our nation’s history.  I look for-
ward to the days that lie ahead. 

LAVA! 
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COL Oliveira observes IED-D 
training with MG Lee. 

Notes from the Commander 

“The level of 
professionalism and 

competence on 

display is awe-

inspiring; and these 

same traits will 
ensure our success, 

not just in training, 

but also in the 

crucible of combat.” 

- COL Bruce Oliveira  

COL Oliveira and CPT Tumpap discuss 
lane training for IED-D. 

Colonel Bruce Oliveira 
BDE Commander 
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CSM Coronado mentors 2LT Lee,  of B 
Troop, 1-299 Cavalry. 

CSM Edgardo Coronado 
BDE CSM 

In the Company of Soldiers 

“ Yes, the great 
Ohana of the Pacific 

Rim can feel 

confident that the 

calm, confident, and 

caring leadership of 
our Commander will 

stand strong no 

matter the mission 

or place.” 

- CSM Edgardo Coronado 

will stand strong no matter the 
mission or place. 

From Pago Pago Samoa, Boca 
Raton Florida, to San Juan, 
Puerto Rico your Soldiers are 
training well, preparing, packing 
and studying the mission at 
hand. 

They have left their employments 
willingly, but most of all the fa-
miliar sounds of love and peace 
they enjoyed with you our fami-
lies. 

As we prepare for yet another 
mission I ask you to understand 
that although some of your Sol-
diers might be serving in a dif-
ferent unit today they are still 
part of the 29th IBCT. 

Additionally, I would like to ask all 
of you to extend your Aloha to 
the families of the 45th Fires 
Brigade from the great state of 
Oklahoma. They are our sister 
brigade 

They, too, are doing all neces-
sary in preparation for a suc-
cessful mission under the com-
mand of Colonel Moore and Com-
mand Sergeant Major Riggs. 

As I see the familiar faces of 
Soldiers and Officers that com-
pose the 29th IBCT, I cannot help 
the feeling of happiness and the 
sense of belonging to this great 
organization, and family. 

This being the third time that I 
deploy as a member of this Bri-
gade, I feel proud to belong to a 
brigade with history and honor. 
Most of all, my soul is at peace 
for the young and old Soldiers 
that compose this Brigade who 
are now veterans of one of the 
world’s most turbulent areas. 
They have served where millions 
are not willing to go and are 
eager to do it yet again. Neither 
great accolades, nor countless 
millions of dollars will be be-
stowed upon them. The simple 
satisfaction of serving their 
Country, state, communities, and 
families and are helping a coun-
try they will never call their own 
as they struggle with the fresh 
steps of democratic ideals. Yes, 
these are the Soldiers of the 
great 29th IBCT. 

Yes, the great Ohana of the Pa-
cific Rim can feel confident that 
the calm, confident, and caring 
leadership of our Commander COL Oliveira poses after a  

successful Departure Ceremony. 

CSM Coronado talks with SGT Miya-
shiro of the 1-487 FA before depart-
ing on a Force Protection STX. 

COL Oliveira welcomes GEN Camp-
bell, FORSCOM Commander, to Task 
Force LAVA THUNDER. 

Photo by SGT Crystal Carpenito 
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CSM Coronado receives the Hawaii 
Flag from the Departure Ceremony. 
(Pictured L-R:  MG Lee, Gloria Coronado, Judy Lee, CSM 

Coronado.) 

Photo by MAJ Pam Ellison 

COL Oliveira and CSM Coronado case the 
Colors for travel to Kuwait. 

Photo by SFC Curtis Matsushige 
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Lieutenant Governor Aiona with the brains behind 
our Guinness World Record breaking Hugs portion 

of the Departure Ceremony, Ashley Kakazu. 

Soldiers of the 29th IBCT in formation during the Departure Ceremony conducted at Aloha 
Stadium on August 16, 2008. 

From Left to Right, Major General Lee, Hawaii National Guard Adjutant General, Hawaii 
Governor Linda Lingle, and 29th IBCT Commander, Colonel Oliveira render a salute to 

the colors during the Departure Ceremony. 

Commander of Troops, Lieutenant Colonel Hara 
(center) with Major Barros, Intelligence Officer 

(left) and Lieutenant Colonel Tamaribuchi, Opera-
tions Officer (right) are ready to begin the Depar-

ture Ceremony. 

Departure CeremonyDeparture CeremonyDeparture Ceremony   

August 16, 2008August 16, 2008August 16, 2008   

Photo by SFC Curtis Matsushige 
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Apparently someone has a fan club…... 

Brigadier General Chaves, Commander of the Hawaii Army National Guard, 
and Colonel Oliveira place the Combat Streamer from the last deployment 
onto the Brigade Colors. 

The Guidons await the beginning of the Departure Ceremony. 
(Pictured L-R:  SPC Payne (B/BSTB), PFC Teruya (HHC/BSTB), SPC Makuaole (C/BSTB), SPC Acosta (A/BSTC), and 
CSM Umali (BSTB CSM).  Also pictured in the bleacher L-R:  Heather Balagso, Sonny Baquil, Chasstiny Balagso, and 

Bryson Baquil (Family members of SSG Baquil who were present for the Ceremony) 

Photo by SFC Curtis Matsushige Photo by SFC Curtis Matsushige 

The fans are everywhere spreading the Aloha Spirit! 
Photo by SFC Curtis Matsushige Photo by SFC Curtis Matsushige 

US Colors and 29th IBCT Guidon. 
Photo by SFC Curtis Matsushige 

The 29th IBCT Formation prepares for the conduct of the Departure Cere-
mony in Aloha Statdium on August 16, 2008. 

Photo by SFC Curtis Matsushige 

Photo by SFC Curtis Matsushige 
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The Shoothouse from above - three Soldiers from 
A/BSTB show you how to stack ‘em. 

PostPostPost---Mobilization Training Mobilization Training Mobilization Training    

A/BSTB Soldiers on the Close Quarters Combat Range prepare to train 
in the Shoothouse. 

(Pictured L-R: PFC Herman, SPC Cook, SPC Silva, SSG Neal, and SPC Petrone) 

Photo by SGT Crystal Carpenito 

HHC, BSB Soldiers participate in Bobcat Training 
while preparing to deploy to Kuwait. 
(Pictured L-R:  CW3 Dickerson, 1SG Gabrillo, SSG Median, SFC Ladera, SPC Holi, MAJ Ogburn, SFC 
Fermin, & SSG Sheldon) 

Photo by 1LT Christine Leimbach 

Soldiers walk the IED lane after learning how 
to readily identify IEDs and their components. 

Photo by SGT Crystal Carpenito 
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The girls of HHC 29th IBCT show their Aloha. 
(Pictured L-R: SPC Little, SSG Donato, SGT Asato, SPC Stansbury, and SGT Carpenito) 

Lieutenant General Miller, First Army Commander (center) and Major 
General Graham, Division West Commander (right) receive a mobilization 

update brief from TF LAVA THUNDER Commander, Colonel Oliveira. 

Colonel Oliveira, TF LAVA THUNDER Commander 
(right) talks with Lieutenant Colonel Peeters, 100
-442 Infantry Battalion Commander (left) while 

the Hawaii National Guard Adjutant General, 
Major General Lee, visited his Soldiers. 

Photo by MAJ Pam Ellison 

Hawaii National Guard Adjutant General, Major General Lee, visits Soldiers of 
the 1-299 Cavalry while touring North Fort Hood. 

Photo by SGT Crystal Carpenito 

Photo by SGT Louis Race 
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Combat Life Savers of the 100-442 Infantry Battalion take hands-on-
instruction to the next level. 

Photo by MAJ Pam Ellison 

Acting 1SG Almond takes her turn in the Gunner’s position 
while conducting IED-D training. 

Photo by MAJ Pam Ellison 



The 29th Infantry Brigade Combat Team (IBCT)   
has combined with the 45th Fires Brigade (FiB) 
of the Oklahoma Army National Guard to become 
Task Force LAVA THUNDER.  The history of the 

45th FiB starts with the 45th Infantry Division and traces its beginnings back to 1921.  
Origins of the 45th FiB have participated in World War II and Korea.  In 1959, a reorgani-
zation resulted in Headquarters and Headquarter Battery (HHB), 45th Infantry Division 

Artillery.  The unit was further reorganized and redesignated in 1968 as HHB, 45th Artil-
lery Group.  In 1978 the unit was redesignated as HHB, 45th Field Artillery Brigade (FA 
BDE) and finally redesignated on September 1, 2008 to HHB, 45th FiB. 

Elements of the 45th FIB have participated in Desert Storm and continuously in the Global 
War on Terror and have supported humanitarian assistance in New Orleans during the 
aftermath of Hurri- cane Katrina. 

In 1991, the 45th FA BDE was the first Army 
National Guard Bri- gade to field Multiple 
Launch Rocket System (MLRS).  The 45th FA 

BDE was also first to field the Advanced Field 
Artillery Tactical Data System (AFATDS) fire 
support system.  

The 45th FiB is Com- manded by Colonel Glen 
Moore and the Com- mand Sergeant Major 
(CSM) is CSM Tony Riggs. 

Commander 
29th Infantry Brigade Combat Team  
Building 56413 
North Fort Hood 
Fort Hood, TX  76544 

Phone:  254-368-7524 
FAX:  254-288-0353 
pam.ellison@us.army.mil  

We are on the web 
at 

www.armyfrg.org 

LAVA THUNDER 

We need to know what you would like to see in YOUR Brigade Newsletter! 

Reader Feedback Wanted 

Each of your units has a Unit Public Affairs Representative (UPAR) - this is your line of communication to getting stories high-
lighted in the Lava Flow as well as getting stories out onto the Virtual Family Readiness Group (vFRG) website for all the Fami-
lies to see the great things that our TF LAVA THUNDER Soldiers are doing.  The units are beginning to get pictures posted onto 
the vFRG site and this is where you will find YOUR Newsletter—the LAVA FLOW— posted for you and your families to view. 

Find out who your UPAR is and make sure to feed them lots of pictures and story ideas so that we can keep the families at 
home abreast of what we’re doing, and we will be working to get the UPARs in the Rear Detachment working with the Family 
Readiness Groups to get their events and pictures included in the Newsletter too. 

We can’t do this without your help—so, go get with your UPAR and tell them what you want to see! 

CSM Coronado of the Lava Brigade & CSM 
Riggs of the Red Thunder Brigade come to-

gether to form TF LAVA THUNDER! 

Photo by MAJ Pam Ellison 
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