
Commander's Corner

DA LAVA FLOW
By Brigadier General Joseph Chaves

The Of f i c ia l News le t t e r o f the 29 th B r igade Comba t T eam Volume 1, Issue 2, October 2004

It was a memorable
ceremony for all at Aloha
Stadium on the 2nd of
October ,2004.

Soldiers dawned the
Desert Combat Uniform
in public for the first time
in front of an awe in-
spired crowd of family
and friends.

Governor Linda lingle
praised the BCT for it’s 
bravery and ability to
meet the call to fight for
freedom. Governor

Lingle assured the sol-
diers on her commitment
to the families at home.

“ I give you my personal 
word to lighten the bur-
den that all your families
are going to carry for the
next year  and a half.”

Brigadier General Jo-
seph Chaves spoke of the
different generations of
soldier warriors. “ Today 
we fight an enemy who is
——————————-
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Aloha Soldiers of the 29th BCT

Color guard posted at the 29th BCT farewell ceremony at Aloha stadium. 02 October 2004

L-R Jason Kahana Travis, Grant Howard, Richard Holibaugh, Shane Teixeira, and Glenn
Kailiawa.

Aloha Warriors of the Lava
Brigade, You underwent a great
deal of excellent training over this
past week.  I’ve observed some of 
the field training going on, and I
congratulate each of you on the:
positive attitudes, dedication as
well as the high levels of
professionalism I saw displayed.
Some of you attended in-depth
cultural and religious awareness
training as well as junior leader’s 
training. Each of you met the
training challenges set before you
head on and overcame them.

As we transition from squad
and platoon level training, to
company level training, I ask that
you keep your high level of
motivation. In a few short months
the critical skills you are learning
will pay off greatly in the
challenging environment we’ll be 
operating in.

The standards of the Lava Brigade
are high.  They’ve been set high, 
and will remain high--as I expect
nothing but the best out of each of
you in all that you do.

Lava 6 out.



Eh, who you guys?
Troop F-82 Cavalry out of Lebanon, Oregon have

been training here at Fort Bliss for 7 weeks waiting
for the rest of us to arrive in the dry desert terrain.
You may have seen them walking around in the
green uniforms with the 29th BGD sleeve insignia.
The 82-CAV conducted training to learn what the
“infantry” man does to survive on  the front line.

    “We get to shoot different weapons which  is  fun, 
hopefully we get to shoot the nine mils.” exclaimed 
SPC Michael Avery when I asked him about the 11
Bravo training. F-troop soldiers will be double trou-
ble for the enemy  now that they got the extra skill’s 
to “neutralize” the bad guys.

    Troop F’s history dates back to  WW II and have 
current members that are deployed with other units.

Happy B-Day Hazel Hazel Do-
nato has
her cake
and can eat
it too.

Photo
courtesy
of: BDE
WAWA.

Got a birthday wish to tell us about, a
newborn into the lava family, or something
unreal-good kine happen in your life, like
MSG Michael Lacno Jr’s son Michael the 
3rd recording 5 sacks in one football
game? Let your unit public affair represen-
tative know about it and we can get in Da
LAVA FLOW.

DISCIPLINE and STANDARDS. We're go-
ing to be hearing those 2 words constantly
throughout our training and our deploy-
ment. I used the term DISCIPLINE to cover
it all when I was invited to the 29th Spt
Bn's Get-Together back at Kalaeloa. Since
then, I've added STANDARDS to what I
think should be our priority focus.

I don't have a monopoly on those 2 sig-
nificant words. Those words also come
from General Officers and CSMs who are
closely watching our training here at Ft.
Bliss as we prepare for OIF-3. The good
news is that their comments are positive
about our soldiers overall performance.
Let's keep up the good work. To hear those
comments from them makes me feel proud
of you all. With all those good things we're
doing, let's discuss a couple of issues that
we still need work on.

One is Negligent Weapons Discharges.
Every single soldier should be carrying the
Weapons Clearing Procedure card in his or
her pocket. We distributed nearly 4000 of
them to units. Make sure you take the time
to read it and take it seriously. When you
clear your weapon prior to leaving the
training areas, or before entering a build-
ing, make absolutely sure the magazine is
removed and the chamber is cleared. Then
carry your weapon with muzzle awareness
in mind at all times.

I'm working on the uniform policy that
we will use here at Ft. Bliss. It is an amplifi-
cation of BG Chaves' Green Tab Memo -
Standards of Conduct. NCOs need to en-
force existing uniform policies. Let's work
on those small seemingly minor details,
too, such as chocking the tires on the vehi-
cles, and putting drip pans under them, or
making sure we don't use the clearing bar-
rels as trash receptacles. Even those small
details have a direct effect on our Disci-
pline. LAVA!

Robert N. Inouye
CSM
29th Inf Bde

CSM ‘S Message
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REQUEST LINE
Family Readiness Group–need a FRG or Support information? Please contact the State Family Program of-
fice: POC Jo Anne Yamamoto @ (808) 732–1823 E-mail ( Joanne.yamamoto@hi.ngb.army.mil)

S2– Without a struggle … There is no progression. A bona fide current security clearance is the only ticket 
into the Tactical operations center. No clearance no admittance. Protecting classified information from the en-
emy will protect your buddies life. Last but  not least  security  is everyone’s business. 

Civil Affairs (S-5)-Don’t show soles of your feet to Iraqis. Don’t cross your legs. It’s an incredible  insult.

Do learn ten to twenty phrases before you deploy to Iraq. Your effort to speak the language demonstrates re-
spect for the Iraqi people.

S6–We are currently working on setting up 320 laptops and 80 printers connected to 7 servers to support the
admin data network throughout  the  Brigade “Remember to be vigilant on network security and keep personal 
laptops out of the Brigade network.” per Chief Edwin Parubrub.

S7- Information Operations is building like the third wave of a set of waves coming into the Ala Moana Bowl
or Vland break. The first wave began at home station with commanders assigning IO reps and becoming fa-
miliar with the process and principals. The second wave is upon us as we go through Leadership Development
and Education for the sustaining of Peace and the Information Operation training held on the 17th and 18th,
and the Civil Military Operation training in the upcoming weeks. Of course we are all paddling for position
for the best wave of the day, and its exciting. For those squad members that have not gotten the received
classes and instructions here is two TTP to practice. Can you recite the warrior ethos in front of your squad.
That is a powerful Information projectile. Another 5.56 round is to know your enemy. From the training we
are going through I understand they are as we are in many ways. This means our words and deeds are very
powerful. IO continuing to observe.

Do you have a Question, Concern, or Issue?

29th BCT Inspector General (IG)

MAJ William Foss

william.foss1@us.army.mil

Located in Building 9406 (29th BCT ALOC),
McGregor Base Camp

569-9663

Correction for the IG

29th BCT Mental Health Section available for Consultation

Brigade Surgeon

LTC Laura Wheeler

Located in BLDG 9406( 29th BCT ALOC)

McGregor Base Camp

569-9038
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Current Weather in Baghdad, Iraq:
High: 100 F/clowdy
Low: 68F
Sunrise: Sunset:
0609 hrs 1723 hrs

Nautical Twilight:
0515 hrs 1819 hrs.

Moonrise: (20% illumination)
1052 hrs 2036 hrs.

Average weather in Baghdad in February
Average High 64 F
Average Low 43 F

Current Weather at Ft Bliss, TX
High: 78F/Low 51F
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DA LAVA FLOW STAFF

PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER

CAPTAIN KYLE YONEMURA

ADVISORS

LTC JEFFREY PROTACIO

1LT FRANK CHO

PUBLIC AFFAIRS NCO

SERGEANT ROBERT CURRAN

Aloha 29th BCT continued.

Faceless. Who’s combined 
weapons are those of terror, ha-
tred and violence.” 

General Chaves then assured
the crowd of the  “Soldier War-
riors” in front of them that are 
ready to face this generations
global war on terrorism.

The Warriors in formation
stood tall and proud in what is
to be the beginning of new
challenges for the Soldiers
abroad and the families at
home.

Chaplain’s  Thoughts
For religious service, please see the schedule

posted at the McGregor or the Dona Ana chapel.

For unit ministry team to come to your location ,
please let me know. We’d be happy  to  come 
over to accommodate your religious need.

For pastoral counseling, contact myself, or any
chaplain or assistant. I am pleased to say that the
vast majority of the 29th BCT soldiers have high
morale. I admire the resolve and professionalism
of our soldiers. I encourage to maintain faith in
God, our country, the 29th BCT and ourselves. I
know if we do so we will find success in this en-
deavor.

Major Leo Jamias

569-9273

The new humvees in Iraq...See SSG Tuisano for issue.
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